
 

 
 
 

Introduction 
 

Thank you for downloading! As part of the Working-Class Inclusion: Audiences, 
Colleagues & Programming resource, we have put together a (non-exhaustive!) 
collection of titles either made by working-class creatives or that tell working-class 
stories. These films are not meant to be the definitive representation of the working-
class experience but a jumping-off point. They can be conversation starters, calls to 
action, a fun trip out, or a platform for local and/or working-class creatives behind and 
in front of the screen. 

 

Programme Suggestions 

 
 

There are lots of different ways that you can make space in your programme for 
working-class stories and welcome working-class audiences to your venue. Here are 
just a few examples: 
 
 

Working-class talent spotlight 
You could programme a short season, retrospectives, double-bills or establish a strand of regular 
screenings spotlighting working-class stories and/or creatives. There are plenty of names to 
explore: Andrea Arnold, Lynne Ramsay, Alan Clarke, Bill Douglas, Steve McQueen, Samantha 
Morton, Kim Longinotto, Carol Morley, Danny Boyle, Destiny Ekaragha, Maxine Peake, Christopher 
Ecclestone, Paddy Considine, Penny Woolcock, Shane Meadows, Antonia Bird, Terence Davies, to 
name a few!  

WORKING CLASS INCLUSION:  

AUDIENCES, COLLEAGUES & PROGRAMMING 
 

PROGRAMMING SUGGESTIONS 



 

 
Local filmmakers, creatives and community groups 
Get to know your local filmmaking group(s). If you don’t already, can you provide space for them to 
screen films in your venue? Connect with creative networks in your area: you never know where 
you might find working-class filmmakers, writers or actors with projects in the pipeline. They might 
not be aware of funding and development opportunities and larger networks (or feel 
comfortable/welcome in those spaces). If inviting first time filmmakers to show and/or talk about 
their films, check first how familiar they are with your screening space, and offer to show them 
around and introduce them to any technicians. Don’t assume they know how everything works. 

 
Archive Screenings and Heritage Projects 
Local archive screenings are a great way to connect with your communities and explore history and 
heritage together. You might even find people who were in the films, or that knew people that 
were, that would love to see those memories on the big screen. You can find a list of national and 
regional archives here: https://www2.bfi.org.uk/britain-on-film/regional-national-archives  
 
 

Film Festivals, networks and organisations 
Check through festival programmes and speak with the other programmers to see if they have 
recommendations of working-class stories and creatives they have screened. Be part of the 
conversation around inclusive working-class programming! Some festivals will programme packages 
of short films platforming emerging talent from underrepresented backgrounds. Connect with your 
Film Hubs and regional Talent Execs to partner up and provide talks about routes into film – they 
will also be connected with new creatives in your region.  
 
Schools 
A memorable school trip can stay with someone for a lifetime and, for some pupils, will be their 
primary source of cultural engagement. If you can accommodate schools, do! Use the opportunity 
to talk to them about what you do and why you do it - you never know who might get inspired. 
Some classes make films and will be looking for venues to screen them in. If they would like to 
invite families, carers and guardians and you have capacity to host, this could become a real 
highlight of the school year and a great way to welcome lots of different people to your venue. 

 
Family Films 
Offering affordable family screenings is another way to provide space for people from a whole 
range of different backgrounds. If you can, add a little extra to the screening to make your offer 
stand out. Can you provide a room and some crafting supplies for an hour after, where families can 
get creative? A member of staff will need to supervise, which is a perfect opportunity to speak with 
families and find out what activities they are looking for and what films they’d like to see! 

https://www2.bfi.org.uk/britain-on-film/regional-national-archives


 

 

Film List 
 
 
The following list has been put together as a starting point for exploring and programming working-
class stories and platforming working-class creatives. We’ve included a mix of features, 
documentaries and short films to showcase the diversity of perspectives and styles. Not all working-
class filmmakers want to make films about the working-class – but some do! – so we have aimed to 
include a mix of subject here. 
 
Where available, we have provided the distributor and details about screening formats and access 
materials. Some titles don’t currently have theatrical rights in the UK, or we’ve been unable to 
confirm them, but are still important works that contribute to the diversity of working-class 
representation in film. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

British + UK Working-Class Stories & Creatives 

 

Short Film 

Ackee & Saltfish 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Butterfly Effect  

 

 

Fields 
  

 

mailto:matthew@saylescreen.com


 

Haircut 

 

 
 
No Ball Games 

 

Odd Job Alfie: The Documentary 

 

 

https://www.theguardian.com/global/video/2020/oct/06/no-ball-games-playing-games-and-life-through-the-eyes-of-children-on-uk-council-estates
https://www.theguardian.com/global/video/2020/oct/06/no-ball-games-playing-games-and-life-through-the-eyes-of-children-on-uk-council-estates
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VwpuGv85tyQ%20


 

POP 

 

 
 

Prosopagnosia  

 
Raised By Queenz 

 

mailto:festivals@scotdoc.com


 

Requiem 

 

 

 
Something Said 

 
The Bayview 

mailto:festivals@scotdoc.com


 

The Siren’s Song 

 

 
Tight Jeans 

 

West Country 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Doss House  

 
Home 

 

 

https://shortfilms.org.uk/programme/they-call-us-the-working-class-qa/
https://underscorestudios.co.uk/
https://underscorestudios.co.uk/


 

Look For The Diamonds 

 

 

Margin 

 
 
 
Old Windows 

 

 

 

 



 

Sweet Little Despair 

 

 
 

The Out  

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Documentary 
 

A Bunch of Amateurs  

 

A Northern Soul 

Lyra 

Distributor: Wildcard Distribution 

 

 



 

McQueen 

 

Nae Pasaran! 

 

Rebel Dykes 

 

 



 

 

The Acting Class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://theactingclass.info/contact/


 

Features 
 
A Taste of Honey  

 

 

Ali & Ava 

Babylon 



 

Bait 

 

 

Beautiful Thing 

 
Bhaji on the Beach 

 
 



 

Billy Elliot 

 

 

 

Billy Liar 

 

Blue Story 

 

 



 

Brassed Off 

 

 

Bullet Boy 

 
Burning an Illusion 

 

 

https://www.parkcircus.com/film/104990-Brassed-Off
https://vivaverve.com/film/bullet-boy/


 

County Lines 

 

 

 
Everybody’s Talking About Jamie 

 

 

Fighting With My Family 

 

 



 

Fish Tank 

 

 
God’s Own Country 

 

Kes 

 

 

 



 

Lynn & Lucy 

 

Morvern Callar 

 

 

 

My Beautiful Laundrette 

 

  



 

My Brother the Devil 

 

 

Perfect 10 

 

Pin Cushion 

 



 

Pressure 

 

 
 
Pride 

 

Ratcatcher 

 

 

 

 



 

Rita, Sue and Bob Too 

 

 
Rocks 

 

Scrubbers 



 

Second Coming 

  

 
Secrets & Lies 

 

Somers Town 

 

 

 



 

Sparrows Can’t Sing 

  

 

 

The Arbor 

 

The Full Monty 

 

 

 



 

The Goob 

 

 

The Last Tree 

 

The Loneliness of the Long 
Distance Runner 

 

 



 

The Old Dark House 

 

 

 

Under the Skin 

 

Young Soul Rebels 



 

 
International Working-Class Stories & Creatives 
 

American Honey 

 

 
 
Be Seeing You 

 

 

 

 



 

Bicycle Thieves ( Ladri di biciclette) 

 

Black Girl (La noire de...) 

 

Born in Flames 

 

 



 

Daughters of the Dust 

 

Everlasting Moments (Maria Larssons eviga ögonblick) 

 

 
Faces Places (Visages villages) 

 



 

Framing Agnes 

 

Girlhood ( Bande de filles) 

 
 
Distributor: Park Circus 
Format(s): DCP 
Access materials: English language subtitles 

 
Ikiru 
Dir: Akira Kurosawa / Japan / 1952 / PG / 141 mins 
 

mailto:jeffrey@thefilmcollaborative.org


 

La haine 

 

 

Moonlight 

 

 

 
Parasite (Gisaengchung) 



 

Pather Panchali 

 
Samson and Delilah 

 

Shadows in Paradise (Varjoja paratiisissa) 

 

 

 



 

Socrates 

Format(s): English language subtitles 

 

 

Sorry to Bother You 

 
Tangerine 

 
 



 

Two Days. One Night (Deux jours, une nuit) 

 

Winter’s Bone 

 

 


